Minutes of the August 6th, 2008 Meeting
of

The Morris County Fire Prevention Association

The meeting was called to order at 7:44 PM by President Michael Pellek, who welcomed all 13 in attendance.  He expressed his thanks to all who conveyed their sympathy and support for the passing of Doreen Bodino.  

Vice President Phil Wilk reported that the 4H Fair was a great success and would not have happened without the help of Rich Heimbach, Vinnie Corsaro, and Ian Bell.  He also said that he and Rich had gone to the National Night Out and distributed a lot of fire safety materials.  President Pellek thanked the four participants for their dedication and considerable contribution of time and effort.

Secretary Babcock asked if all were receiving the minutes and if there were any corrections.  Everyone is getting the minutes and there were no corrections.

Treasurer Marty Reynolds gave his report which was approved.  He noted that the check submitted to the New Jersey State Fire Prevention and Protection Association has still not been cashed.

The State Report was given by George Cramer.  His extensive report included that the New Jersey Version of the International Fire Code will be published August 18th and is to take effect January 1st, 2009, although a publisher is yet to be selected.

There is a state wide all day meeting of Master Planning at Kean College tomorrow August 7th.

President Pellek reported on Safety Town that the County has agreed to provide one flat acre at the Central Park of Morris County, formerly Greystone, for a Safety Town site which is to include space and services for a trailer and storage buildings.  

The Golf Outing is scheduled to happen on Thursday September 4th at the Minebrook Golf Club, 500 Schooley’s Mountain Road, in Hackettstown.  So far there are only 20 golfers and 6 hole sponsors.  Participation is $90 per golfer and hole sponsorship is $100.  Members are encouraged to participate and seek sponsors as this is the only fundraiser we have for the fire safety trailer.

Ian Bell noted that next year’s theme for the Poster Contest and for Fire Prevention Week is “Prevent Home Fires.”

Members are reminded to forward pictures and/or information to the web site for inclusion.

Bylaws:  Pete Schroeder expressed considerable concern about the current state of the suggested bylaw revisions.  It was agreed that Secretary Babcock will distribute Pete’s concerns to the membership along with a copy of the suggested revisions when he receives those comments from Pete.  He will distribute all input he receives from individuals to the entire membership.

There was no New or Old Business.

Under Good and Welfare, Phil Wilk and Rich Heimbeck noted that they have been doing the 4 H Fair for 12 years and that now they are also doing National Night Out.  It was agreed that more help and participation is needed if we are going to continue to be represented at these events.  Hopefully a better organized effort of eliciting and insuring support will occur in 2009.
Ian Bell passed along Chief Joseph Cortright’s following request:  “Does anyone have a policy regarding charging for Non-LHU inspections -- such as local registration fees?  If so is it based on square footage of the building or a set fee?”    Please pass any information on to jcortright@whippanyfire.com. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Craig Babcock

MCFPA Secretary

The next meeting is at 10 AM on Wednesday September 3rd, 2008, at the Morris County Public Safety Academy.
