PUBLIC EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING

January 10, 2007

Middlesex County Fire Academy – Sayerville, NJ

NJ Division of Fire Safety: TEL (609) 324-7336
FAX (609) 324-8493

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT: Dan DeTrolio, Andy Scheidler, Joyce Lynch, Vincent Corsaro, Justin Lizza, William Ilge, Ian Gill, Ralph Castellano, Marc Kiempisty, Scott McKnight, Bob Yaiser. 

DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY STAFF: Charles Lavin, Jerry Clark.

I.   
OPENING

Chairman DeTrolio called the meeting to order at 10:05 A.M.

II. 
RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION

In the absence of Alan Musicant, no report was given.

III.
 NEW JERSEY F.I.R.E. BOWL

Charles Lavin gave a report on the upcoming 2008 FIRE Bowl Program.  The planning of this year’s FIRE Bowl is under-way, with the official start of the program taking place on February 29, 2008, when the materials for all teams to study from are dropped off at the competing schools.  

Mr. Lavin said that the Division is in the process of figuring out exactly which schools will be competing this year.  There are several serious candidates who would be willing to take on the program along with Bayonne and Toms River – they include Belleville, Woodbridge Township, and Stafford Township.  Council members suggested using a video of last year’s event to potentially help recruit other school districts into the program. 

IV.
POSTER CONTEST

Charles Lavin reported that the poster contest is moving along as planned for the 2007-2008 school year.  Posters are due on the local level by March 15, 2008, and will then be forwarded to the county and state competitions from there.  Overall State Winners should be announced around the end of May.

The theme for this year’s poster contest is: “Practice Your Escape Plan!”

V.
SMOKE DETECTORS

In the absence of Charlie Luxton, no formal report on the smoke detector program was given.  

Chairman DeTrolio, however, did talk about the up-coming kick-off event of the WABC-7 Operation Save-A-Life program.  The breakfast, which will be at Tavern on the Green in New York City will be taking place on January 23, 2008, at 8:00 am.  It is thought that the Division of Fire Safety will be receiving upwards of 15,000 smoke detectors once again this year.  Charlie Luxton will be the contact person once those detectors are received and ready for distribution.

VI.
JUVENILE FIRESETTERS

In the absence of Charlie Luxton, no formal report on the Juvenile Firesetter Prevention Committee was given.  

VII. NEW BUSINESS

Chairman DeTrolio talked about a recent bill that requires public colleges and universities to disseminate fire safety information to all students and parents connected to the school.  The bill is by Fred Scalera, and it looks promising that it will go through.  Chairman DeTrolio also talked about the possibility of getting Carbon Monoxide Detectors from the WABC Operation Save-A-Life program, but he believes getting Kidde to donate these detectors is still a matter of price.

Chairman DeTrolio talked about the new Coalition on Residential Sprinklers that was meeting next door during today’s meeting.  They are a sub-committee under the Commission’s Master Planning and Research Council, and they are looking into the many, many aspects of getting residential sprinklers for one- and two-family dwellings.

Vincent Corsaro brought up an issue with the distribution of smoke detectors.  He suggested that with so many being given out, the focus should also be on educating people as to how to install the detectors and keep them in good working condition.

Justin Lizza talked about a recent presentation at Seton Hall University that focused on fire alarm systems.  One main theme was that once a smoke detector is contaminated, they should not be cleaned – but disposed of and replaced.  Mr. Lizza said they’ve done these demonstrations the past couple years and they are excellent.

VIII.
SCHEDULING OF NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting of the Public Education Advisory Council is scheduled to take place at 10 A.M. on Thursday, March 13, 2008 at the Middlesex County Fire Academy at 1001 Academy Drive in Sayreville, NJ 08872.

********************************

